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A8RAHAH  AD  AITS  GENEALOGY 


ABRAHAM  ADAMS  (1767-1846)  was  born  in  Scotland,  according  to  one  record 
and  bom  Oct.  10  in  Virginia,"  according  to  another.  Samuel  Harden  writes, - 
ibraham  Adams  was  married  in  1791  in  North  Carolina  to  Katherine  Swartz- 
binder"  -1769-1853)  while  her  descendent  Ruth  Keesling,  says  her  name  v/as 
Swartzlander.  Harden  says  she  was  born  Aug.  21  and  died  Sept.  22;  From  Carolina- 
they  moved  northward-  bought  land  on  Willow  Creek  in  Cleremont  County,  Ohio 
in  1817,  later  moving  to  V/ayne  County,  Indiana,  and  in  1825  to  Madison  County, 

where  they  were  the  first  permanent  white  settlers  in  what  became  Adams  Town¬ 
ship.  (  While  living  in  Wayne  County, they  disposed  of  their  farm  in  Clermont 

County,  Ohio,  for  31200.)  Their  home  in  Madison  County  v/as  just  south  of  v/hat 

became  New  Columbus,  or  Ovid,  and  known  75  years  later  as  the  Scott  Place." 

They  built  their  cabin  at  the  old  spring  on  the  hill-  they  rolled  up  their 
sleeves  and  v/ent  to  work  in  the  green  v/oods-  soon  neighbors  came-  soon  roads 

re  built  and  the  signs  of  civilization  appeared."  He  died  on  June  27th.,  and 

lie  and  Katherine  are  buried  in  the  old  Gilmore  Graveyard,  less  than  one  half 
.  a  mile  east  of  their  home.  Harden  lists  the  following  eight  children:  (a)  Jem¬ 
ima-  born  Mar.  11,  1792  and  was  "not  bright."  She  married  Daniel  Adams  ( _ ) 

and  they  lived  between  Ovid  and  Anderson,  and  she  died  around  1855."  (b)  Eetsey 

Ann  (1795-1870)  married  in  Clermont,  Ohio  to  Rozin  Taylor  Sargent  (1791-1869). 
(c)  John  1799 — ).  Married  in  1820  in  V/ayne  Co.,  Indiana  to  Rebecca  Hinkle — 

about  1853-  they  went  to  the  Mississippi  River  to  "see  the  end  of  the  world," 

moving  later  to  Oregon  where  they  died. 

(a)  Nancy  Wiener  (1801-1877)  married  in  1820  in  Wayne  Co.,  to  Stephen  Noland 
(1798-1895)  they  "went  west,"  settling  in  Mercer  County,  Illinois,-  8-children — 
(Catherine  Noland-  Lemuel  Gustin,  M.  1847. 

-W  4)  Sarah  E.  "Sally" (1804-1888)  born  on  Aug.  23  and  married  on  May  26,  1823, 

,in  Wayne  Co.,  to  Jacob  little  (1774-1861).  they  lived  in  Adams  Township  and 


. 
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raised  oerhaps  nine  children:  Charity,  Abraham,  John,  Jesse,  Gambrclle,  Mary 

*  b.  I  b, iX35  *Xer  b.t T37 

Catherine^  Justice)^  Stephen,  Sarah  ^Ann  (Richardson^  and  Eli^za^  Wi  (Thompson^ 

•fi)  Jesse-(1803-1897)  bom  3/23  and  married  1830  to  Sillie  Fisher  (1813-  1897) 
xn  1853  they  moved  to  Illinois  where  she  died  in  1875  and  where  he  was  still 
living  twenty  years  later. 


.)  Catherine  1811-1900)  married  Jan.  2,  1832  to  John  Huston  Williams  1809-1847) 


they  lived  in  Adams  Township,  and  are  buried  in  the  Gilrrore  Graveyard, 
(h).  Abraham  S.  1814)  married  Margaret  Sarah  Lanham  (1820)  see  below 


********  ********  ********  ******** 
Abraham  S.  (1814)—  son  of  Abraham  &  Katherine  ( Swart zbinder )  Adams  married 


by  1839  to  Margaret  Sarah  Lanham  (1820  )  dt.  of  William  T.  &  Catherine  (Sar 

gent  Lanham.  They  spent  some  time  in  Iowa  territory  and  returned  to  Indiana, 
setting  on  a  farm  in  Adams  Township,  Madison  County  just  north  west  of  Bethel 
Schoolhouse.  He  died  of  tuberculosis  before  reaching  the  age  of  40,  and  Is 

robavly  buried  in  the  Capp  Tucker  Graveyard  in  an  unmarked  grave.  His  widow 
later  married  Thomas  Bell  (1791-1862). 

Rebecca  (  -  )  killed  by  a  falling  tree  while  on  a  sleighride,  in  or  near 

Lost  Woods  on  the  Old  Stage  line,  with  her  husband  or  sweetheart. 

Sarah  (  )  probably  did  not  marry — was  a  Spiritualist ,- 

Rachel  Elizabeth  (1841-1905)  mar.  by  1861-Isiah  Hodson  (1830)  sr  Isiah  &  Mary 
"  "  mar.  1898—  Philip  Clem-1833’-19l6  s  *  Henry-Philip 


&  Ph 


Martha  Catherine  (1843-  1907  mar.  1576-  Yfm.  Henry  Bowers  (1840-1896)  had  a  son 
Geo .  ivl. 

Haney  ^j_len  (1845—  1916)  mar.  —  1865-  Jesse  Pearson  (1842  —  1906.) 

David  i/i .  (1847-  )  unm.  lived  many  years  with  John  D.  Hodson. 

Eveline  Tannehill  (1843  )  mar.  1870-  Rev.  VT.  Aleshire  (1847  )  to  Missouri, 

Reason  I.  (1850-  )  left  Adams  township  about  1870  and  was  never  seen  by 

his  nephew,  teorge  1,1.  Bowers  (living  in  195 6  in  Middletown. 


ra 
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A.  Reason  (Reeves)  Adams  "  married  a  widow  with  80  acres  of  land  on  YThite 


River." 


’  jEZIN  SARGENT  -  1791-1869)  born  in  Maryland  and  married  in  Clermont  County, 
Ohio  to"3etsey  Ann"  Adams  (1795-1870)  daughter  of  Abraham  &  Katherine  Swartz- 


lander  Adams  •  To  Indiana  by  1830,  setting  in  Madison  County,  Adams  Township. 
His  name  appears  "Reason,"  in  some  records.  They  are  buried  in  the  Capp-Tucker 


Graveyard  on  Sly  Fork  bluffs,  where  her  marker  reads  Elizabeth;"  Only  three 
children  are  known  to  this  writer. 

(a)  Stephen  Roland  (1832  )  mar.  1853-Nancy  N.  Connell  (1833-1854 )-d r  Silas 

(  &  Elizabeth-mar.  B.  1857-  Rebecca  Clark  (1834-)  d.  - 
(  dr  Selbia  &  Sarah  A. 

Stephen  &  Rebecca  living  1860-1870  in  Adams  tp..  Children: 

Frank  Sargent—  Vincennes 
irh  Goff—  New  Castle 

niary  C.  (1857-  )  mar. - Lewis  Moore-  Middletown, 

Joseph  W.-1859)  mar.  1884-  Mary  Frances  Koppes  Jan.  15,  1963-b.  Oct.  21,  1865 

dau. David  &  Sabina  Benzenbourer. 

Frank  M.  or  VJ. )  1861 
Reason  P.  1863) 

Nancy  J.  (1867)  Mrs.  John  Huffman — Columbus  Avenue, -Anderson, Indiana 

Mrs.  J.J.  Allredge — 609  Hendricks  st., 

Mrs.  Carson  Dawson,  12404  E.  10th.,  st., 

(b)  Reason  L.  1834-  )  married  by/1860  to  Elizabeth  Hodson  (1837-1900- 

dt.  of  Isiah  &  Mary  (Otwell)  Hudson.  In  1860-70-80-  they  were  living  in  Adams 
or  Union  Townships.  She  is  buried  in  the  Gilmore  Graveyard. 

Probably  no  children,  altho  there  may  have  been  a  son,  A.S.  Sargent. 

Co)  Elizabeth  R.  (1836-1904)  mar.  by  1856-  George  E.  Hodson  (1834-1878)  s'  Eli, 
&  Lydia  (Hart)  Hodson. 


' 
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Reason 
Mary  Alice 
Amos  0. 


Elisabeth  R.  mar.  by  1832-  Wm.  P.  Williams  (1330-1913  a '  Joseph  &  Susan  Render 

son  ueorge  E.  &  Elizabeth  lived  near  the  New  Reesling  or  Ellison  Cemetery, 
C  ’tween  Anderson  &  taddletovm  and  are  buried  in  the  Cap-  Tucker  Cemetery:- 

Children:- 

Wm,  H.  Hodson  (1856  )  mar.-  Martha 

Eli  H.  "  1853-1956)  mar. -1885  Elizabeth  A.  Williams  (1865-  1955T) 

Martha  A.  "  (1859-  1881). 

Mathilda  ?.  (1862-1931  )  mar.  1831-  John  H.  Poor  (1858-1924) 

(1864-1868) 

(1867-1868) 

(1868-1916) 

i-Aicy  R.  (1872-  1947)  mar.  1890  William  C.  Rector-  (1871-  1952)  sT  Jacob  & 

Elizabeth 

John  Luther  '•  (1878  )-Mar.  1910-  T-Trs.  Alicia  L.  Weaver  (  ) 

Eli  U.  Hodson  (1858-  1936  )  son  of  George  E.  &  Elizabeth  R.  (Sargent)  Hodson- 

-ried  uune  23,  1883-  Elizabeth  A,  Williams  (1865-1938)  daughter  of  William  p. 

"(Billy  Eyebrows")  Williams  and  his  second  wife,  Delilah  (Shelley.)  Eli  M.  was 
commonly  called  "Red  Eli." 

William  R.  (  -  )  Mar. 

(  -  )  unm. 

Monica  (  -  )  mar.-  1904-  Seymour  York  (  -  ) 

Le0na  ^18S1  )  majc*  1909  Kennard  Stevenson  (  )  sr  John  &  Josephine. 

Howard  (  )  mar.  -  Viola  Poor 

Alpheus  Hugo  (  )  Mar.  Florida  M.  Herbert  (  ) 

Hulda  Ethel  (  1893  )  Qar.  19„  Carl  D>  Childer3  (1891)  s>s  Jolm  c<  &  ^ 

■  :aTILDA  P.  H0D3 0 IT  (1862-1931)  daughter  of  George  H.  &  Elizabeth  R.  Sargent 

bdson-  married  Peb.  19,  1881  to  John  H.  Poor  (1858-1924)  son  of  George  Raney 
-.dams  Poor 

-^^i&ls  in  Ovid  Cemetery 


Children:— 
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lawrence  (J.Poor  (1885-1954)  Mar.  1908  Hettie  A.  Kisling  (1895-  )  dr  Pleas- 

-ant  &  Nancy 

O  'tie  Ruth  "  <1888  >  Mar-  1906-  Cecil  B.  Rector  (1888  )s’  Henry  £ 

Fannie  Blanche  »  1893-  )  mar.  1914  Rob't.  Me  Kinley  (1893  ) 

1897  )  raar.  1916  Bessie  Me  Carty  1898  d*  Frank  &  A. 

1881-1901  )-  killed  by  a  train  near  Mancie-  bur.  Ellison  Cem. 


Clarence  0. 


H 
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ADATTS 

Abraham  Adams  (1767-1846)  born  in  Virginia.  He  was  married  in  1791  in  IT. 
t  >.'arolina  t0  Catherine  Swartzlander  (1769-1853)  who  was  born  on  Aug.  21  and 
-led  on  Sept.  23.  They  moved  "northward,"  bought  land  on  Willow  Creek  in 
Clerenont  county,  Ohio  in  1817-  later  they  moved  to  VTayne  Co.,  Ind.,  and  in 

1823  came  to  Madison  county,  Indiana  and  were  the  first  permanent  white  set- 
-tlers  in  what  became  Adams  township.  -While  living  in  Indiana  on  Dec,  5,  1822, 
they  disposed  of  their  farm  in  Cleremont  Co.,  for#1200.  Their  home  in  Madison 

county,  Indiana  was  Just  south  of  what  became  Hew  Columbus,  or  Ovid  and  v/as 
known  75  years  later  as  the  "Scott  place."  They  built  their  cabin  at  the  old 
spring  on  the  hill.  "They  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  went  to  work  on  the  green 
wood-soon  neighbors  came—  soon  roads  were  built  and  signs  of  civilization 
appeared.  He  died  on  June  27  and  he  and  Katherine  were  buried  in  the  old 
Gilmore  graveyard, 
here  were  eight  children.  They  are: 

.  Jemima  Adams,  b.  March  11,  1792,  and  was  not  bright."  She  married  Daniel 
Adams  and  lived  near  Anderson  about  18 55. 

2.  Betsey  Ann  Adams,  b.  Aug,  11,  1793  and  married  in  ISIS  in  Cleremont  Co., 

Ohio  To  Resin  T.  Sargent  (1791-1369).  She  died  in  1870  and  is  buried  beside 
her  husband  in  Tucker—  Capp  Graveyard. 

3.  John  Adams  ,  b.  June  10,  1799  and  married  April  30,  1820  in  Wayne  Co.,  Ind. 
to  Rebecca  Hinkle.  Moved  about  1853  to  the  Mississippi  River"  to  see  the  end 
of  the  world,”  later  moved  to  Oregon  where  he  died. 

4.  Haney  Eleanor  (1801-1877)  born  Nov.  17,  married  Nov.  12,  1820  in  Wayne  Co., 

ind.  to  Stephen  Noland  (1798-1895).  They  went  west  in  1853  and  settled  in 
Mercer  County,  Ill.  They  had  8  children. 


5.  Sarah  E.  Adams  (1804-1888)  born  Aug.  23,  married  on  May  26,  1323  in  Wayne 
County,  Indiana  to  Jacob  Little  (1774-186^. 


6*  Jesse  Adams  (1808-|W)  ,T  ,  /•*. 

m  )  b°rn  "raroh  25/to  Sallie  Pisher. 


They 


went  "West," 
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In  1353  to  Illinois,  where  she  died  in  1375  and  where  he  was  still  living 
20  years  later. 

Catherine  S.  Adams  1811-1900  )-  Tarried  Jan.  2,  1332  to  John  Huston  Lillians 
,.1809-  1347).  They  lived  in  Adams  Twp.  buried  in  Gilmore  graveyard. 

8.  Abraham  S.  Adams  (1814  )  born  July  5,  married  in  1840  to  Margaret  Sarah 

Lanhan . 


Typed  by  Kathy  Sayers  on  September  13,  1961 


/  \ 
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A3RAHAM  ADAMS 


"T  could  not  well  write  the  pioneer  life  of  Madison  county  without  saying 
-mething  about  the  Adams  family.  Abraham  Adams  came  to  Madison  county  in 
1823  and  settled  near  Few  Columbus  (Ovid)  on  a  hill  just  south  of  town,  now 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Scott.  Mr.  Adams  was  born  in  Virginia,  October  10,  1767. 
He  was  married  to  Catherine  Swartbinder,  in  North  Carolina  in  1791.  She  was 
born  August  21,  1769. 

Fhen  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Adams  came  to  their  new  home  in  the  west  their  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between,  no  roads,  school  houses,  or  anything  that  looked 

like  living.  But  they  had  come  to  stay  and  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  went 

to  work  in  the  green  woods.  Soon  neighbors  came,  roads  were  blazed  out,'1  and 
signs  of  civilization  came  in  time.  The  township  (Adams)  was  named  after  him. 

He  died  January  1,  1946,  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  after  seeing  considerable 

•ogress  made  in  his  locality.  He  is  buried  at  the  Gilmore  cemetery,  where  his 

s 

wife  is  also  buried.  She  died  September  23,  1353.  They  lived  on  ?all  Creek 
v/here  the  Indian  murders  took  place  in  1324,  and  where  Sawyer,  Bridge  and  Jud— 

son  were  hung  for  it  at  Pendleton  in  1325.  How  could  I  forget  or  neglect  to 
notice  such  a  family  that  lived  in  the  new  and  stirring  times  of  1824-5. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  of  Abraham  Adams  and  wife: 
Jemima,  bom  March  11,  1792;  married  to  Daniel  Adams.  She  died  near  Anderson 

in  1855.  Blizabeth,  born  August  11,  1793;  married  to  Resin  Sargent.  She  died 
in  1868  and  is  buried  at  the  Tucker  cemetery  in  Adams  township.  Mr.  Sargent 
is  also  deceased.  They  were  married  in  1318.  John,  bora  June  10,  1799;  married 
to  Rebecca  Hinkle;  died  in  Oregon.  They  were  married  in  1820'.  Fancy  C.  born 

-  rember  17,  1301;  married  to  Stephen  Foland.  She  died  in  Illinois  in  1877; 

* 

iie  died  in  1884.  They  were  married  in  1820.  Sarah,  born  August  23,  1804;  mar¬ 
ried  to  Jacob  j-iittle.  He  died  in  186J,  she  in  1888,  and  both  are  buried  at 


*V*UA  * 

at  the  Tucker  cemetery.  Jesse,  born^23,  1908;  married  to  Sallie  Fisher.  3he 
died  in  Illinois  in  1875.  He  is  living  (1895)-  Catharine  born  October  11, 

1811;  married  to  Jonn  H.  .illiam,  January  2,  1832;  he  died  September  7,  1847; 

com  in  1806,  and  is  buried  at  the  Gilmore  cemetery.  She  is  still  living 

(1895)  and  the  only  one.  She  resides  with  her  son  near  Markleville,  Indiana. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  her  children:  Married  to  W.F.  Blake.  They  re¬ 
side  near  Alexander,  Indiana,  and  were  married  in  August,  1853.  Martha  C., 

married  to  Washington  Fort,  and  they  reside  near  Fortville,  Indiana.  Francis 

M.,  married  to  Martha  Hodson.  She  died  in  1894.  Amos  H.  married  to  Mary  Spp- 
-ard,  and  they  reside  just  west  of  Markleville,  Indiana.  Esther,  died  about 
the  year  1866,  aged  twenty-five  years.  The  last  one  of  the  children  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Adams  was  named  Abraham,  who  was  born  July  5,  1814.  He  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Lanham,  both  of  whom  are  dead. 

This  is  a  short  sketch  of  one  of  the  early  families  of  our  new  grand 
county  four  of  whom  were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  three  in  Ohio.  Francis 
M.  and  Amos  H.  V/illiams,  sons  of  J.H.  and  Catharine  Williams,  are  both  pro¬ 
minent  men  in  middle  life  in  Adams  township,  where  they  have  resided  all  their 


lives.  Marion  has  served  as  Trustee  and  Arnos  H.  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Both 
are  Democrats  and  valuable  citizens. 


mmmmmmmmmxm 


Taken  from:-  "The  Pioneer,"  by  Samuel  Harden,  of  Anderson,  Indiana,  (publ.- 
1897. 


(Typed  by  Kathy  Sayers  (June  23,  1961). 
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ADA7*5  T0TTT5TTTP 

"Adams  is  one  of  the  first  townships  organized  in  the  county  and  was 
amed  for  Abraham  Adams,  who  was  the  first  white  man  to  settle  within  its 
oresent  limits.  He  came  with  his  family  in  1823,  the  Madison  county  wa3  organ¬ 
ized  and  located  a  short  distance  east  of  the  present  village  of  Ovid,  v/here 

he  built  a  cabin  of  round  logs,  the  first  house  erected  by  a  civilized  man 

in  the  township.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  he  was  joined  by  a  man  named 

Manly,  and  about  the  same  time  came  John  and  John  T.  Bridge,  James  Hudson, 

Thomas  Harper  and  Andrew  Sawyer,  the  five  men  were  indicated  by  the  grand  jury 
in  April  1824,  for  the  murder  of  two  friendly  Indiana,  with  their  squaws  and 
children, an  account  which  may  be  found  in  Chapter  XV111. 

These  early  settlers  sent  back  to  their  homes  such  favorable  reports  con¬ 
cerning  the  new  country  that  during  the  next  five  years  a  number  of  immigrants 

found  homes  in  Adams  township.  Joseph  and  Moses  Surber  and  Abraham  Blake  came 

rom  Ohio  in  1826;  Anthony  Hill,  also  came  from  Ohio  in  1827,  and  in  1828 

George  Hudson  and  his  six  sons, —  Eli,  George,  Isiah,  William,  David,  and 
Jonathan — came  from  Ohio;  Thorton  Rector,  who  had  previously  settled  in  Wayne 


County,  Indiana,  likewise  came  in  1828.  The  next  year  witnessed  the  arrival 
of  Hugh  and  John  Gilmore,  Samuel  and  L.D.  Reger,  Martin  Brown,  the  Mc-Calli- 
sters, — Thomas  and  William  Garrett —  and  a  few  others.  The  Gilmores  and  Mc- 
Callisters  came  from  West  Virginia.  Martin  Brown  and  two  Regers  were  also 
from  that  state.  Thomas  Me  Callister  afterward  served  several  terms  in  the 
Indiana  legislature. 

As  already  stated,  the  first  log  cabin  in  the  township  was  built  by  Abra¬ 


ham  Adams  in  1823.  The  first  frame  house  was  built  by  Friend  Brown,  and  in 

v.  333  Morris  Gilmore  built  the  first  brick  house  on  what  is  still  known  as  the 
"  Morris  Gilmore  farm."  The  first  orchard  was  planted  by  Abraham  Adams  in  1829 


and, 


according 


to 


Kingman's  History 


oi  Madison  County,"  in  the 


same  year  Enos 
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Ad  amson  established  a  saw  mill  on  a  small  stream  called  Hasty's  branch.  In 
1835  Bailey  Jackson  began  the  erection  of  a  saw-mill  on  Fall  Creek  at  New 
'olumbus,  but  for  some  reason  did  not  finish  it.  James  Peden  then  purchased 
„he  site  and  completed  the  mill  in  1843*  About  that  time  the  Adamson  mill 
was  removed  to  Howard  county.  In  the  meantime  Isaac  and  Edmund  Franklin  had 
established  a  saw-mill  on  Fall  creek,  on  section  15,  in  1841.  About  two  years 
later  they  put  a  grist-mill  near  the  saw  mill.  The  "Franklin  'Tills,"  as  they 
were  known  far  and  wide  did  a.  successful  business,  under  various  owners,  until 
they  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1888. 

The  first  election  in  Adams  township  was  held  at  the  house  of  Abraham 
Adams.  Later  the  voting  place  was  changed  to  the  house  of  I.Tanly  Richards,  where 
elections  were  held  in  1830,  when  the  county  commissioners  designated  a  per¬ 
manent  voting  place  where  the  village  of  Ovid  is  now  locatedr  though  the  town 
was  not  laid  off  by  Abraham  Adams  until  four  years  later  and  named  New  Colum¬ 
bus. 

It  is  stated,  on  apparently  good  authority,  that  the  first  school  house 

in  the  township  was  located  on  Section  19,  about  two  miles  south  of  Ovid,  and 
was  a  log  structure,  similar  in  size  and  design  to  other  school  houses  of  that 
day,  but  the  date  when  it  was  built  is  certain.  The  second  school  house,  is 

also  a  round  log  building,  stood  at  the  east  end  of  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Ovid.  Kingman  says  this  house  was  built  in  1824,  which  was  the  next  year  after 
Abraham  Adams,  the  first  settler,  located  near  the  place.  Other  log  school 
houses  were  built  in  different  parts  of  the  township  and  subscription  schools 

maintained,  until  after  the  passage  of  the  school  law  of  1851.  Then  frame  houses 
began  to  rtake  the  place  of  the  log  ones,  and  in  1873  two  brick  school  houses 
were  built— one  at  Ovid  and  one  at  Markleville.Four  years  later  three  more 
brick  houses  were  erected.  In  1912  there  were  ten  school  districts,  each  pro- 

/ided  with  a  substantial  brick  House,  the  school  property  of  the  township  ex¬ 
clusive  of  maps,  libraries  and  other  apparatus,  being  valued  at  $20,  900.  The 
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ten  teachers  employed  in  1912-13  received  24,256  in  salaries. 

The  first  religious  services  were  usually  held  at  the  house  of  Abraham 
Adams,  Reason  Sargent  and  Peter  Jones.  A  Baptist  society  was  formed  in  1830 
ind  a  second  organization  of  this  faith  was  effected  in  1834.  The  iTethodists 

held  services  at  thie  houses  of  Stephen  Noland  and  Ralph  V/illiams,  and  in  the 

school  houses,  for  many  years  before  they  erected  a  church  building  in  1856, 

near  I.Tarkleville.  A  Christian  church  was  organized  in  1848;  A  Lutheran  church 
some  time  in  the  50s;  A  German  Baptist  church  in  1860,  and  a  congregation  of 
the  Church  of  God  in  1887* 

Taken  from  "  History  Of  I.Tadison  County,  Indiana”  by  John  L.  Forkner. 

Typed  by:-  Kathy  Sayers  July  1,  1961. 


CKTLDRE1T  OF  FRANCIS  HARIOTT  WILLIAMS  -1844-1956)  AI7D  MARTHA  AHH  H0D30IT  - 

(1845-  1804  )  v.rho  were  married  in  1869. 

.  Sarah  Catherine  died  of  measles  (1870-1883* 

2.  John  Houston  lived  to  be  1-J-  years  old. 

3.  Infant  boy  died  unnamed. 

4.  Inf  an  IT  boy  died  unnamed. 

5.  Eliza  Jane  (  Oct.  3,  1777-  May  7,  1946)  was  married  June  1,  1899  to  Loring 
Brastus  Me  Shurley  (  Aug.  8,1872-  1940)  who  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Huff 
Me  Shurley. 

A.  Crystal  Marion)  April  25,  1901-ITov.  5,  1901. 

B.  Ruby  Marie— (April  25,  1901 — Sept. 7,  1901. 

C.  A gens  Cophene-October  20,  1902 — Married  -  Chester  Dallas  Reger  on  March 

10,  1920.  Chester  Reger  Oct.  4,  1904)  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Lissie  Keller 
Reger. 

D.  Elva  Opal  (Eov.  5,  1905)  married  Frank  Darlington  Lukens  (Dec.  12,1903) 
in  Feb.  14,  1937  who  was  the  son  of  William  and  Jennie  Darlington  Lukens. 

a.  William  Joseph  (May  26,  1938). 

b.  David  Kent  (  Aug.  24,  1942  ). 

6.  Infant  girl  died  unnamed. 

7.  Annie  Frances  (Oct.  28,  1880-April  10,  1958);  married  Arthur  Jacobs  March 

15,  1874)  who  was  the  son  of  Cashius. 

A.  Eva  Myrtle-  Oct.  29,  1902)  married  Seth  Rogers. -( 

a.  Alan  Dennis  Rogers  (  Oct.  27,  1938)-2313  B.  9th.,  st., 

B.  Edward  Ward  (July  9,  1905)  married  Maurine  Harrison  (July  24,  1906)  who 

is  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Bess  Brandom  Harrison-  divorced  (63m.) 

8.  Wallace  Calvin-(  Feb.  9,  1883-Sept.  21,  1959  married  Bennie  Jordon  (  March 

11,  1886-  July  14,  1956  who  was  the  daughter  of  Thelma  &  Lewis  Jordan. 

..  Thelma  (June  1909)  married  James  Stokes  (Hay  30,  1907  on  March  10,  1928. 

He  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Hallie  Keesling  Stokes. 
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a.  Barbara  Jean  (  Nov.  18,  1928)  married  Feb.  24,  1963  Ewen  J.  Hill —  Dec., 

7,  1927  on  Nov.  27,  1949  He  is  the  son  of  Harry  and  Estella  Wright  Hill. 

Curtis  J.  Hill  (  Spril  18,  1955  ). 

r  ■■ 

Theresa  Lynn  (  Way  5,  1959* 

b.  Bernieda  Fay  (March  4,  1932  married  Jack  Paul  Sastevens  April  12,  1935 

on  March  10,  1953. 

1.  Le  Ann  April  11,  1957 

2.  James  Paul  Feb.  2,  1960 

3.  Wendy  Jo —  June  30,  1961. 

8*  B.  Lewis  Jordan-  (June  7,  1918)  married  Montrus  Olive  Williams  (  Dec.  20, 
1919  on  July  2^,1936.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Conrad. 

«  t  ' 

a. Wayne  Conrad  (  April  3,  1943.) 

b.  Howard  Lewis  (March  5,  1946  ). 

c.  Virginia  Ann  June  30,  1951. 

9.  Jonas  Alvin  (Sept.  17,  1895  was  married  to  Carrie  3.  Smith  (  Feb.  16,  1886- 
ac.  11,  1958)  on  March  4,  1909.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Doris  &  Sadia  Collins 

Smith. 

A.  Carl  A.  (Sept.  18,1911)  married  Ruth  Hoppes  (May  17,  1915)  on  Oct.  8,  1938. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Marie  Forney  and  Robert  Hoppes,  m.  May  2,  1913.) 

a. Janice  Ann  (Feb. 19,  1945. 

B.  Cophine  (  Aug. 9,  1913  m.  Sept.  3,  1938  to  George  Boaz  Div. 

C.  Margie  June  (March-29,  1922)-  married  Regis  Stillwagon  on  November  25,  1947 

a.  (Morris  Rose-  (Sept.  15,  1952) 

10.  Francis  Marion,  Jr.  (  Sept.  25,  1887-  (  August  16^,  1944-  married  Ella  Lor¬ 
etta  Kirkman  (June  17,  1887)  on  Aug.  4,  1913.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Arlington  and  Mary  Francis  Carter  Kirkman. 

A.  Francis  Marion  111-  July,  1914)  married  Margaret  Brosey  (  July  18,  1913)  in 

C 

a.  Barbara  Rose  (June  15,  1939)  married  Jery  Peacher-  bom  Aug.  5,  1936  in 
Orange  county,  son  of  Eva  Smith  Bannister  and  Clyde  Peacher,-  on  June  5,  1961. 
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c.  Anthony  Robert-August  6,  1942. 

B.  Robert  Hilton  (August  9,  1915)  married  Evelyn  Me  Quade  of  Baltimore.  She 

tied  in  1943 , 2nd  marriage  to  Susan  Hardy  Williams- July  4,  1914*) 

a.  Thomas  Hardy-Sept.  28,  1944.) 

b.  Anne  Hardy  —  Sept.  27,  1950) 

6.  Janet  Hardy-  Sept.  17,1951) 

d. Phill  Hardy-  (  Ho v.  13,  1952.) 

e.  Julie  Hardy-(Nov.  17,  1954 

C.  Keith  Malcolm-  (March  4,  1918-  Hanuary  1954-  married  Martha  Thompson,  2nd. 
marriage  to  Marie  Prentice,  -3rd.,-  marriage  to  Martha  Jane  Bell. 

D.  Joseph  Kirkman  (Hov.  14,  1923)  married  Katherine  Horton  (Dec.  11,  1924  ) 
on  July  1,  1944). 

a.  Martha  Ann  (Oct.  5,  1945). 

* 

b.  Laura  Annette  Dec.  1,  1946). 

c.  Joseph  Kirkman,  Jr.  Dec.  7th.,  1947. 

1.  Francis  Carter  May  27,  1950) 

11.  Mary  (  Oct.  12,  1897-  August  25,  1900). 

12.  Ruth  Augusta  (March  24,  1899)  married  Russell  Herman  Keesling  (Jan.  29, 
1894-  June  20,  1957)  on  Sept.  3,  1919.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Catherine 
Cook  Keesling. 

A.  Helen  Frances  (March  30,  1920)  married  George  Lawrence  Craig  (July  3,  1916) 

on  April  12,  1941. 

a.  Judith  Diane  (August  31,  1945) 
b.  Donna  Lynn  (March  25,* 1953). 

B.  Mable  Louise  (June  29,  1922)  married  Dennie  Odell  Rudy  (  March  8,  1920)  on 


June  21,  1941.  He  is  the  son  of  Fannie  Kirby  and  Howard  Rudy. 

a.  Richard  Lee  (May  15,  1942). 

b.  Larry  Eugene  (  Oct.  4,  1945. 

c.  Dennie  Michael  (April  28,  1951) 

C.  Frederick  Lee  (March  26  iqoc\ 

’  1925)  Earrled  May  Bernard  (July  n,  1924) 


■ 
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on  November  22,  1945-  she  is  the  daughter  of  Elsia  Markley  and  Edward  Gernard. 

a.  Sheila  Ann  (June  20, '1947) 

b.  Dean  Lee  (June  21,  1949.)' 

c.  Kathleen  Ann  (Sept.  3,  1953) 

D.  Joseph  Russell  (July  2y,  1927)  married  Beverly  Girton-(0ct.  21,  1929)  on 
Sept.  9,  1950.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Girton. 

a.  Garry-  b.  Aug.  20,  1951-  (Sept. 19,  1951-  f.lechanicxburg. 

b.  Rita  -  June  25,  1954. 

c.  James  Russell-(Nov.  2b,  195b) 

E.  Kora  Catherine  (Aug.  8,  1930)  married  Harold  James  Harris  July  31,  1928  ) 
on  Dec.  23,  1950.  He  is  the  son  of  Mabel  Morehead  and  Omer  V.  Davis  (  b.1901) 

a.  Karla  Sue  Harris  (March  28,1960. 

b.  Edward  James  (July  4,  1961). 


c.  Annette  K.  Aug.  28,  1960-2. 

13#  Ruby  Elizabeth  (Feb.  2b, 1901)  married  Lawrence  Byran  Beckner  Dec.  4,  1902 
n  December  25,  1930.  He  is  the  son  of  David  Franklin  and  Emma  Edith  Piper 

Beckner. 
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WILLIAMS  FAMILf 

1.  John  Huston  Williams  (1809-1847)  son  of  Williams,  Sr.  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  Indiana,  and  reached  Madison  County  as  early  as  1831,  where  he 
was  married  on  Jan.  2,  1832  to  Catherine  Adams  (1811-1900)  daughter  of  Abra¬ 
ham  &  Catherine  Swartzlander)  Adams,  who  were  the  earliest  permanent  white 
settlers  in  what  became  Adams  township.  "Aunt  Kitty,"  and  her  family  lived 
for  many  years  northwest  of  Marklesville,  about  where  Curt  Davis  lives  in 
1957.  She  died  on  Sept.  5,  and  is  hurled  beside  her  husband  in  the  old  Gil¬ 
more  Graveyard  on  Fall  Creek. 

Children: 

Julia  Ann  (1833-1852)  J.  Tuma. 

Isabelle  (1836-  )  I.Tar.  1855-  William  F.  Blake-(1853-1896)  sr  John  & 

Frances  Allen.) 

Martha  Catherine  -(1839-1919-mar.  1876  Washington  Fort  (1820-1912)  sf  Cephas 

&  Ann. 

Esther- (184 2-18 64) 

Francis  Marion-  (18  44-  1936)  mar.  1869-  ^Martha  Ann  Hodson  (1845-1895)- 

i.Trs .  Nora  Gwinn. 

Amos  Huston  (1846-  1936)  mar.  1875  Mary  E.  Ebbert-(1855-1928  )  dr  Elias  & 
Mary  H.  Thomas  M*  (  )-  shown  in  the  1850  census  record. 

2.  Francis  Marion  Williams-(1844-1936)-  above  was  born  on  Aug.  9,  and  Married 
on  March  4,  1869  to  Martha  Ann  Hodson  (1845-1894)  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Judd)  Hodson. 

Married  2nd.  on  December  3,  1895  to  Mrs.  Nora  Gwinn  (1859-1939)  widow  of  Har¬ 
rison  Gwinn  (1850—1895)  and  daughter  of  Roman  &  Mary  Ann  (Hess)  Gilmore.  He 
died  on  Aug.  11  and  is  buried  beside  Martha  Ann  in  the  Me  Allister-  Walker 
Cemetery;  and  Nora  is  buried  by  her  first  husband  in  Ovid  Cemetery.-  Nora  & 

^  F.M.  were  married-Rev.  Miles  Hodson. 

Children :— 

Sarah  Catherine  (1870-  1883) 


v 


Eliza  Jane  (1877-1945)  mar.  1899-  Loring  E.  Me  Shurley  (1872-1940)— s T  \7m. 

&  Sarah. 

Annie  Frances-  (1880-1958)  mar.  1901-  Arthur  Jacobs-(1874-  )  sr  Cassius  & 

' 

Sarah  A. 

7/allace  Calvin  (1883-1959)  mar.  1907-  Bennie  Estella  Jordan  (1886-1956) — dr 

Ben j .  &  Louisa. 

Jonas  Alvin  (1885-  )  mar.  1909-  Carrie  E.  Smith  (1886-1958  )  df  Dory  &  Sadie. 

Francis  Marion  (1887-1944)  mar.  1913-  Ella  Loretta  Kirkman  (1887-1965)  df  Robt. 
A.  &  Mary  F. 

Ruth  Augusta  (1899-  )  mar.  1919  Russell  H.  Keesling  (1894-1957)  sr  Sam  & 

Sarah  C. 

Ruby  E.-(1901  )  mar.  1930  Lawrence  C.  Beckner  (1902-  )  s*  David  &  Anna — 

(David,  Franklin,  Emma  Edith. 

AMOS  HITS  TOR  Y7ILLIAMS  (1846-1936  )-above—  born  Sept.  15,  and  lived  his  life¬ 
time  within  a  mile  of  his  birthplace.  He  was  fatherless  at  the  age  of  one  and 
vas  taught  to  farm  by  a  neighbor  John  Davis, (1800-188 6 )  grandfather  of  Arch 
Talker  and  Mary  E.  (Molly)  Ebbert— 1855-1828)  daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary  Foust 
Ebbert.  He  died  on  Feb.  J,  leaving  3  children,  11  grand  children  and  18  great- 
grand  children,-  Burial  in  Ovid  Cemetery —  married  M.  Jan.  2,  1873. 

Children :- 

Emmazetta  (1874-1949)  mar.  12-4-1893-  Pierce  Franklin  (1872-  1937)  sr  Jos.  V7. 
Arthur  Harter-(1879-1954)  mar.  4-3-1900-  Marguerite  Stinson  (1878-1939)  dT  Isura 
Cort-(1887-  )  mar.  9-5-1908-Mazy  M.  Lewis  1889-1913)  d-r  Stanford;  mar. -8-2- 

1917-  Hazel  Opal  Me  Carty-1894-  )  d’  John  &  Lucy. 

FRANCIS  MARION  WILLIAMS,  Jr.  (1887-1944)  son  of  Francis  &  Martha  Ann  Hodson) 
bom  Sept.  25  studied  medicine  and  practised  many  years  in  Anderson,  where  he 

served  as  mayor;  Married  Aug.  4,  1913  to  Ella  Loretta  Kirkman-  1887-  ) — 

aughter  of  Robert  A.  &  Mary  F.  Carter)  Kirkman  and  teacher  in  the  Anderson 
schools. 

Francis  Marion-(1914-  ) 


-19- 

Robert  Hilton  (1915)-  )• 

Keith  M.  (1918- 

Joseph  K.  (1923- 

3.  RUTH  AUGUSTA  WILLIAMS  1899-  )  daughter  of  Francis  Marion  &  Nora  (Gil¬ 

more-  married  9-3-1919  to  Russell  Herman  Keesling  (1894-1957-  son  of  Samuel 
Thaddeus  &  Sarah  Catherine  (Cook)  Keesling. 

Helen  Frances  Keesling  (1920  )  mar.  1941-  George  Lawrence  Craig-1916-  ) 

sr  Ernest. 

Mabel  Louise  Keesling  (1922-  )  mar.  1944-  Dennis  0r  Dell  Reidy-(1920-s  r 

Howard-Frederick  Lee-1925-  )  mar.  1945  Lola  May  Gemand-1924—  ) 

Joseph  Russell-  1927-  )  mar.  Beverly  Girton-(1929-  )  John  Russell  Girton. 

Nora  Catherine  Keesling-(1930-  )  mar.  Harold  James  Harris-(1928-  ) — 

Omer-Mable. 
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THB  31  (r  LTCK 

The  author  is  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Borara  for  the  following  accounts  : 

Tne  source  of  Lick  Creek,  proper,  is  what  is  generally  called  the  Big  Lick. 
Many  an  incident  occured  here  which  gave  much  merriment  and  laughter  among 
the  old  settlers,  then  living  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  was  a  great 
place  as  a  resort  for  the  wild  game  of  the  woods  at  that  time,  especially 
deer.  (My  informant  states  he  saw  seven  one  morning  before  breakfast,  a  pretty 
fair  sight  on  an  empty  stomach  indeed,)  which  would  come  to  sup  of  the  water 

that  oozed  from  the  sides  of  the  low  banks,  water  which  seemed  everlasting, 

and  many  an  one  was  shot  down  by  sporting  men  who  then  lived  in  the  vicinity. 

Scaffolds  were  built  in  the  branches  and  forks  of  the  trees  which  surrounded 

tae  basin  or  pool.  Then  at  night,  or  at  early  dusk  ascend  the  tree,  conceal 

themselves,  having  a  little  fire  on  some  boards  covered  with  dirt.  Here  would 

each  sit  in  his  own  tree,  with  his  old  flint  lock  in  hand  awaiting  the  arrival 

f  the  deer,  which  would  generally  soon  make  their  appearance,  not  suspecting 

their  enemies  who  were  perched  above  them.  Then  the  man  nearest  the  deer  would 

brighten  up  his  light  with  some  dry  kindling,  which  was  always  prepared  for 

that  purpose,  the  light  would  blind  the  deer,  then  a  charge  was  let  loose  from 

the  old  trusty  gun,  then  a  general  charge  was  made  by  the  entire  party  often 

killing. several.  Crippling  on  such  occasions  was  not  considered  a  good  shot. 
This  place  is  somewhat  noted  in  other  respects.  It  was  here  that  Bacy’s 

trace  crossed;  the  first  emigrant  train  that  passed  through  this  part  of  the 
country,  traveling  west.  In  fact  this  route  was  taken  by  the  traveling  public 

for  some  time,  emigrating  West.  Also  much  had  been  said  in  reference  to  miner¬ 
al  deposits  here. 

Iron  ore  exists  in  small  quantities.  It  was  thought  by  some  that  the  Xnd- 
-ians  made  salt  here  at  one  time.  It  is  said  that  a  man  by  the 


name  of  Tigaret 
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ln  tne  year  1850»  mad®  some  experiments  in  reference  to  the  discovery  of  salt. 
It  was  a  grand  failure.  J.fy  informant  states  that  he  came  with  mattock,  spade, 

pumps, etc.:  and  to  work  he  went,  where  tradition  had  pointed  out,  as  he  said 
tne  exact  spot  for  operations.  His  first  part  of  the  work  was  to  sink  a  shaft 

if  possible  to  the  briny  liquid.  It  was  soon  found  Impossible  to  continue 

this  part  of  the  work  successfully,  unless  a  curbing  of  some  kind  to  keep 
out  the  falling  mud  could  be  procured.  Consequently  a  large  sycamore  gum  was 

obtained,  about  ten  feet  long  and  four  feet  in  diameter.  At  last  the  gum  was 

placed  in  position,  the  salt  men  did  the  work  of  excavation  and  again  commen¬ 


ced  in  earnest.  By  this  time  the  gum  is  lowered,  only  leaving  about  one  foot 
above  the  ground.  In  a  short  time  the  men  above  become  somewhat  discouraged, 
but  a  few  words  of  encouragement  from  the  man  below  set  them  to  work  with  re- 


newed  energy;  For  they  had  now  reached  a  place  where  the  precious  liquid  lay 
awaiting  the  removal  of  the  alluvial  deposits  which  was  now  almost  done. 

ireat  anxiety  was  now  manifested  by  the  intent  part,  and  others  of  the  neigh- 
borhood  who  had  assembled  to  witness  that  which  would  give  untold  wealth  to 

these  men,  and  new  impetus  to  business  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

As  the  anticipation  depth  was  about  reached,  where  treasure  would  be  re¬ 
vealed,  the  eyes  were  strained  to  their  utmost  to  catch  the  virst  view  of 
what  would  perhaps  make  this  day  memorable  for  the  generations  to  come;  and 
to  give  advantages  here  of  which  few  places  could  boast.  Sure  enough  just  at 
this  moment  the  vein  is  tapped;  all  is  excitement  above  and  below;  it  is  ris¬ 
ing  rapidly  up  the  legs  of  the  man  below.  He  is  in  danger  of  being  submerged 
before  relief  can  be  afforded  him.  But  our  faithful  friend  above  was  equal 


to  the  task.  All  was  now  safe  and  ready  to  test,  by  tasting  the  relative 
qualities  of  the  new  discovery  which  was  by  this  time  flowing  over  the  top  of 


he  gum  in  great  sluces.  "Sulphur,"  says  one.  "Coperas,"  says  another,  "Iron, 

says  a  third.  r:ow  we  can  not  imagine  the  surprise  and  disappointment  of  these 
men  when  they  found  this  fluid 

to  be  merely  good  drinking  water,  perhaps  only 
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impregnated  with  iron.  The  water  has  been  over  the  top  recently.  The  flowing 
over  the  gum  caused  the  filling  up  with  sediment. 

This  place  is  one  and  one  half  miles  north  of  the  line  between  Madison 

&  Hancock  counties,  and  two  and  one  half  miles  west  of  the  Henry  county  line. 

A  great  change  is  observed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring  compared  v/ith  its 
appearance  forty  years  ago.  It  has  lost  much  of  its  wild  and  romantic  scen- 

-ery. 

It  was  near  this  place  where  I.Tary  Ann  Atford  was  killed  by  lightning  in 

the  year  1855.  And  on  his  farm,  living  a  short  distance  west  of  the  spring 
is  where  John  Slaughter  becoming  weary  of  life  took  the  fatal  dose  of  mor¬ 
phine'  which  terminated  his  existence  in  about  forty-eight  hours.  He  was  a 
German  by  birth  and  had  moved  from  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1834,  where  he 
settled  in  the  woods  and  cleared  up  a  large  farm  and  accumulated  a  great 

deal  of  wealth;  the  management  or  control  of  which  seemed  to  give  him  so  much 

trouble,  hence  he  sought  relief  by  his  own  efforts  to  free  himself  of  the 
turmoils  of  life*  In  the  year  1833or  4,  Mrs.  Surber,  wife  of  James  Surber 

hung  herself  in  her  own  house,  cause  unknown.  This  house  stood  but  a  short 
distance  west  of  the  Big  Lick.  In  the  same  neighborhood,  still  a  little  far- 

-ther  west,  Josephus  Poindexter  committed  suicide  by  cutting  a  jugular  vein 

of  his  neck  with  a  razor,  causing  almost  death.  This  occured  in  1858.  He  was 
much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  sev- 

eral  year's;  was  fifty  years  of  age.  He  had  raised  a  large  family  of  children 
which  had  grown  up  to  respectability.  In  1858,  Thomas  Shelton,  an  old  citizen 

of  this  neighborhood  was  found  dead  on  his  own  premises.  The  decision  of  the 

jury  was  that  he  died  of  apoplexy. 

Just  a  little  further  southwest  a  youth  by  the  name  of  John  Padgett,  was 
found  dead  in  the  woods,  cause  of  death  unknown.  And  down  Lick  Creek  a  little 


way,  Frederick  Windell  shot  himself  accidently.  A  full  account  of  this  matter 
will  he  found  else  where  in  this  work.  He  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  It  seerns  that  casualities  of  this  kind  have  been  much  greater  in 

this  neighborhood  than  in  other  localities  in  this  county. 

Taken  from  "History  of  Madison  County ,  Ind.  "The  Big  Lick,"  by  J.  Boram- 
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THE  CHURCH  OF  GOD 


In  the  summer  of  1886  Maris  Woodworth  a  trance  evangelist,  made  her 

'.ppearance  in  Anderson  and  held  a  series  of  meetings  under  a  tent  at  tne  fair 

grounds.  She  subsequently  removed  her  tent  to  Ruddle’s  grove,  across  the  river 

where  she  continued  ner  meeting  with  wonderful  success.  Her  preaching  and 
methods  appealed  to  the  emotional  nature  of  her  hearers  and  the  result  was 

that  106  persons  had  been  converted  through  her  efforts,  were  baptized  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting.  The  scene  of  the  baptism  was  at  the  bridge  across  White 

River,  near  the  Cemetery,  and  thousands  of  people  assembled  to  witness  the 
unusual  occurence.  The  morning  the  converts  were  baptized  they  assembled  at 

the  tent  in  the  grove  and  at  the  appointed  hour  marched  to  the  river  with 
hands  joined  and  singing  with  the  greatest  fervor  one  of  their  revival  hymn3  • 

The  scene  was  impressive  in  the  extreme  to  all  who  believed  in  such  nanifest- 
-ations  of  religious  rapture  and  was  likened  by  them  to  the  scene  tnat  occur- 
■d  at  the  Pentecostal  feast.  Soon  after  the  close  of  this  remarkable  meeting 
at  which  more  than  two  hundred  had  professed  religion,  the  new  converts  or¬ 
ganized  a  society  known  as  the  Church  Of  God,  purchased  a  lot  at  the  north 

east  corner  of  Brown  and  Fourteenth  streets  and  began  the  erection  of  a  place 
of  worship.  This  building  was  completed  and  dedicated  in  1887,  the  president 
of  the  eldership  of  the  Church  Of  God  being  present  and  delivering  the  dedi¬ 
catory  sermon.  The  first  regularly  appointed  minister  v/as  the  Rev.  Spiher, 

who  was  followed  by  Mrs.  Frank  Shelly.  The  minister  in  charge  at  present  is 

Elder  VI. R.  Covert. 

Taken  from:- 

Historical  Sketches  And  Reminiscenes  of  Madison  County,  Indiana. 

By  Forkner-  Dyson - 1397 — Chapter  XXXV  page-  293. 


Diane  Craig 
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FIRoT  MADISON  COUNTS  SCHOOL  HO u~SJ3 

The  Anderson  Herald  in  the  year'  1881  found  and  appropriate  time  that 
year  when  the  Madison  County  Teacher's  Institute  was  in  session  to  publish 
a  feature  type  history  of  the  "oldest  school  house,"'  in  Madison  county. 

The  aged  publication  of  the  Anderson  Herald,  one  of  the  several  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  recently  deceased  Anderson  resident  carried  the  following  feature 

story  which  well  describes  the  primitive  style  which  our  ancestors  received 
their  knowledge  of  the  three  R's. 

In  1881,  superintendent  Croan  prepared  at  his  own  expense  the  pictures 

of  the  old  school  and  the  puncheon  seat,  shown  above,  which  were  described 

in  the  old  publication  of  the  Herald. 

"The  first  school  house  in  Madison  County  was  erected  two  miles  south 

of  Pendleton,  in  the  year  1830,  on  what  was  then  known  as  the  Griffith  Davis 

•’arm,  and  the  school  house  was  called  the  ’Griffith  Davis.’  Adam  Dobson,  the 

j 

oldest  living  citizen  of  Fallcreek  Township, remember ’s  the  building  but  not 

its  dimensions.  It  was  built  in  the  most  primitive  style,  of  unhewn  logs, 
clapboard  roof,  puncheon  floor,  oiled  paper  windows,  large  fire  place  on 

one  end  with  stick  and  mortar  chimney,  heavy  door  creaking  in  wooden  hinges, 
puncheons  for  seats  without  blackboards,  or  any  of  the  improved  school  appar¬ 
atus  of  later  days. 

The  cut  of  one  of  the  puncheon  seats  is  an  excellent  illustration  and 
will  be  readily  recognized  as-  a  relic  of  pioneer  school  days  by  the  older  res- 
-idents  of  the  county. 

The  fox  and  geese  diagram  cut  by  the  Jack-knife  of  the  backwoods  school¬ 
boys  is  certainly  suggestive,  and  will  recall  many  pleasant  reminiscenes  of 
the  dear  old  times,"  which  the  gray-haired  men  of  today  love  to  dwell  upon. 

Hone  of  the  teachers  in  attendance  at  the  present  institute  knows  any¬ 
thing  of  the  hardships  and  inconveniences  which  attend  the  teaching  in  Madison 
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county  fifty  to  sixty  years  ago.  Such  of  the  rold  guard, '  as  are  now  living 

in  forced  retirement,  because  of  decrepitude  of  advancing  age  and  tnose  who 
have  departed  hence,  let  us  hope  have  been  enrolled  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Creat  Teacher. 

"In  the  early  days  every  teacher  was  expected  to  'board  round,'  which 
the  writer,  although  not  one  of  the  pioneers  can  testify  from  experience, 
has  its  drawbacks  as  well  as  its  pleasures.  There  was  no  hifalutin  teaching 
in  those  days.  The  three  R's  comprised  the  curriculum;  but  good  readers,  good 
penmen,  good  arithmeticians  were  the  products  of  the  schools." 
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"FIRST  SCHOOL  AT  OVID  BUILT  102  YEARS  AGO*1 

/*Z3 

Ovid,  Ind.  Mar.  24,—  "In  1883  Abraham  Adams,  the  pioneer  in  this  com¬ 
munity,  erected  a  small  log  cabin  just  south  of  what  is  now  Ovid.  He  was 
ooon  joined  by  Mr.  Manly. 

In  the  autumn  of  1824,  102  years  ago,  Mr.  Manly  and  Mr.  Adams  erected  on 

a  sheltered  knoll,  a  furlong  northeast  of  this  cabin,  a  small  school  house. 

The  site  of  the  school  was  on  a  farm  owned  by  Dave  Mace.  Its  low,  strong 
walls  of  round  logs  and  clay  were  as  attractive  without  as  within.  A  heavy 
slab  door  hung  on  wooden  hinges.  The  floor  was  made  of  puncheon,  while  over¬ 
head  the  clapboard  roof  served  as  ceiling  and  roof.  Oiled  paper  stretched 
over  openings  in  two  opposite  walls,  the  only  windows,  let  in  yellow  light. 

An  ample  fireplace  oddupying  the  greater  part  of  one  end  of  the  room,  furn¬ 
ished  warmth  for  the  school.  Arranged  promisculously  about  the  room  were  long 
wooden  benches,  puncheon  adjusted  on  stout  wooden  posts  or  logs,  serving  as 
seats  and  desks. 

In  1838  a  more  modern  log  school-house  was  erected. 

SCHOOL  YEAR  SHORT 

The  school  was  in  session  for  two  or  three  months  each  winter.  The  teach¬ 
ers  were  employed  by  the  parents  and  paid  forty  cents  a  day. 

In  1884  a  brick  school  building  was  erected  and  it  now  stands  in  the 
west  part  of  Ovid. 

Those  who  served  as  trustees  v/ere  Rand  Biddle,  Nelse  Pritchard,  Joe 
Wilkerson,  Dr.  Lundy  Fussell,  Miriam  Y/illiams,  James  P.  Moneyhun,  Adam  Forney 
Tiscum  Titus,  Dr.  Pendleton  and  Arthur  Williams,  David  N.  Connor,  Joseph  Rec¬ 
tor,  Dr.  Those  who  are  living  are  Miriam  Williams,  Dave  N.  Connor  and  Arthur 
Williams,  the  present  trustee  of  Adams  Township. 
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HISTORY  0?  INDIANA  VOL.  1  BY  LOGAN  E3AR5Y 

With  the  ratification  of  the  New  Purchase  treaty  in  1818  the  whole  of 

central  Indiana  was  thrown  to  the  surveyors.  The  lands  were  divided  into  two 
districts,  one  land  office  being  established  at  Brookville  and  the  other  at 

Terre  Haute.  The  two  land  districts  were  separated  by  the  line  separating  the 

first  and  second  ranges  east  of  the  second  principle  meridian.  The  Brookville 

office  was  opened  early  in  the  year,  1819  by  Lazarus  Noble,  a  brother  of 

Senator  James  Noble  and  Governor  Noah  Noble. 

Pa/re  591  65  LAND  3  AXES 

_  • 

Excepting  lands  reserved  for  school  purposes,  and  those  bordering  salt 

springs  and  known  as  the  "saline  lands,"  all  the  lots  in  a  district  were 
offered  at  public  auction.  Due  to  the  fact  a  district’s  boundaries  were  fre¬ 


quently  changed  after  an  Indian  treaty  there  might  be  held  more  than  one 
auction  in  a  district. 

At  the  auction  which  usually  took  place  at  the  opening  of  the  district, 
the  various  lots  of  land  were  cried  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  provided 

the  bid  was  equal  to  or  above  the  minimum  price  fixed  by  Congress.  Three  ron- 

-ths  notice  of  auctions  was  given  in  a  proclamation  by  the  President.  The 

lands  were  offered  in  whole,  half,  or  quarter  section  lots.  Smaller  lots 
were  sold  if  the  buyer  would  pay  the  extra  costs  of  surveying.  The  usual 
duration  of  the  sale  was  three  weeks,  but  after  1820  Congress:  reduced  the 
time  to  two  weeks. 

The  price  fixed  by  Congress  in  1800  was  $2  per  acre.  The  purchaser  was 

required  to  pay  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  $6  per  section  or  $3  per  half 
section  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  survey,  and  he  was  also  required  to  deposit 
one  twentieth  of  the  purchase  price.  He  then  had  forty  days  to  pay  the  first 


installment,  which  consisted  of 


one  fourth  of  the  purchas 


e  price.  The  last 
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installments  consisting  of  one  fourth  each  were  due  at  the  end  of  two,  three 
and  four  years.  Six  per  cent  interest  was  charged  if  payments  were  not  made 
on  time  and  eight  per  cent  discount  if  money  was  paid  before  it  was  due. 

The  government  was  a  liberal  creditor.  Every  favor  possible  was  shown  to  the 
hone3t  buyer.  Under  a  later  law  the  debtor  was  given  scrip  for  what  he  had 
paid,  if  unable  to  complete  his  payments.  When  all  payments  were  made  the 

purchaser  was  given  a  patent. 

HISTORY  OF  INDIANA — By  Logan  Esarey 
Vol.  1 
Diane  Craig. 


September  30,  1961. 


- 
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"ITURDEF  OF  THE  INDIANS  ITT  1824" 

"Scarcely  had  the  county  of  Madison  been  and  her  civil  and  legal  ir.ach- 
-inery  had  placed  in  working  order,  when  a  crime  was  committed  within  her 
borders  that  filled  the  people  of  the  frontier  settlements  v/ith  both  fear  and 
indignation.  Although  the  lands  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 

Indians,  there  were  but  few  white  men  as  yet  within  what  is  now  Madison 
county,  game  was  plentiful,  and  occasionally  small  parties  of  the  natives 
would  return  to  their  former  hunting  grounds  in  quest  of  meat  and  peltries. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1824  a  party  of  Senecas,  consisting  of  two  men,  three 

squaws  and  four  children  came  into  the  county  and  encamped  on  Fall  creek,  about 
two  miles  above  the  present  village  of  Ovid,  in  a  dense  forest  filled  with 
game.  Some  alarm  was  felt  by  the  few  white  settlers  in  that  locality  at  the 
establishment  of  an  Indian  encampment;  so  near  their  homes,  but  the  Indians 
were  friendly  and  showed  no  inclination  to  commit  depredations  od  any  char- 

icter  against  the  person  or  property  of  their  white  neighbors.  The  two  Indian 

men  were  called  Ludlow  and  Mingo,  the  former  said  to  have  been  so  named  for 

Stephen  Ludlow,  of  Lawrenceburg,  Indiana. 

After  they  had  been  in  their  camp  for  about  a  week  five  white  men — 

Thomas  Harper,  Andrew  Sawyer,  John  Bridge,  John  T.  Bridge  and  James  Hudson — 

visited  the  Indians  pretending  to  have  lost  their  horses,  and  asking  Ludlow 
and  Mingo  to  assist  in  finding  them.  The  Indians  readily  consented  and  when 
a  short  distance  from  the  camp  Harper  shot  Ludlow  and  Hudson  shot  Mingo, 
both  men  being  killed  instantly.  The  white  men  returned  to  the  camp  where 
Sawyer  shot  one  of  the  squaws.  Bridge,  Sr.  another  and  Bridge, Jr.  the  third. 

The  four  children — two  boys  about  ten  years  old  and  two  girls  still  younger- 
were  wantonly  murdered,  after-  which  the  camp  was  robbed  of  everything  of 

value . 

7/hen  news  of  this  atrocious  crime  spread  through  thesettlements ,  the 
people  were  terrified,  fearing  other  Indians  would  come  in  to  avenge  their 
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slaughtered  kinsmen,  and  that  their  retaliatory  vengeance  would  be  meted 
Out  without  discrimination.  An  account  of  the  affair  was  sent  to  the  war 

department  by  the  Indian  agent  at  Piqua,  Ohio,  with  the  result  that  Colonel 
Johnson  and  William  Conner  visited  all  the  Indian  tribes  and  promised  them 
that  the  government  would  punish  the  murderers.  This  had  a  salutary  effect 
upon  the  situation,  the  Indians  accepting  the  promise  and  the  settlers  becom¬ 
ing  less  afraid  of  a  massacre. 

Immediately  after  the  murder  Harper  went  to  Ohio  and  was  never  taken 

into  custody.  The  other  four  men  were  arrested  and  lodged  in  the  log  jail 

at  Pendleton,  where  they  were  tried  and  convicted.  Hudson  was  tried  at  the 

y 

October  term  of  court  in  1824,  and  was  hanged  on  December  1,  1824.  The  otner 
three  were  tried  in  May,  1825.  All  were  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  on  the  first  Friday  in  June.  Andrew  Sawyer  and  the  elder  Bridge  were 

executed  according  to  their  sentence,  but  the  younger  Bridge  was  pardoned 
on  the  scaffold  by  Governor  James  B.  Ray,  who  was  present  at  the  execution. 
This  was  the  first  and  is  perhaps  the  only  instance  in  the  history  of  Amer¬ 
ican  jurisprudence,  where  white  men  were  legally  executed  for  the  killing  of 
Indians . 

Taken  from:  "History  of  Madison  County,  Indiana,"  by  John  L.  Forkner. 

Typed  by:  Kathy  Sayers  July  5,  1961. 
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OVTD 

"Ovid,  formerly  called  New  Columbus,  was  laid  out  by  Abraham  Adams  in 
1834.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  upon  the  high  ground  just  south  of  Fall 
Jreek,  seven  miles  south  of  Anderson  about  a  half  mile  west  of  the  big  Four 
Railroad.  !7hen  the  postoffice  was  established  in  1837  it  was  named  Ovid,  in 
order  to  avoid  confusion  with  an  office  at  Columbus,  Bartholmew  county. 

William  Miller  was  the  first  postmaster;  Hiram  Burch  was  the  first  merchant, 
and  Dr.  C.  Horn  was  the  first  physician.  Armstrong  &  Fort  started  a  tannery 
in  1837,  but  it  was  not  a  financial  success  and  was  abandoned  after  a  short 

time.  Early  in  1840  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  county  commissioners 
praying  for  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  whereupon  the  board  took  the  follow¬ 
ing  action:- 

”0n  a  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  New  Columbus,  Uadi son 
county,  Indiana,  it  is  ordered  that  the  citizens  of  said  town  hold  an  elect¬ 
ion  in  said  town,  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  for  the  purpose  of  elect¬ 
ing  the  proper  officers  to  govern  the  said  town  as  an  incorporated  town;  And 
noon  the  Citizens  complying  with  this  order  the  said  town  thereafter  to  be 
considered  as  incorporated." 

Taken  from:-  "History  of  Madison  County,  Indiana,"  by  John  L.  Forkner. 

Typed  by:-  Kathy  Sayers  July  5,  1961. 
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"HALT)  BOOK  FOR  THE  TEACHES  OF  .RDrSQU  COUNTY"  by  Lawrence  He  Turnan 

Typed  by  Diane  Craig. 

SCHOOL  HISTORY' 

ADA'S  TQ7:TSUTP  SCHOOLS 

>  — —  ■  i  — — ■  ■  ■  -  ■  ■  ■ 

Until  1823  the  region  now  known  as  Adams  township  was  an  unbroken  soli¬ 
tude  and  wilderness. 

This  exceptionally  fertile  region,  generally  level  or  gently  undulat¬ 
ing,  was  for  the  most  part  covered  with  raagnif icient  forests,  luxuriant  under¬ 
growth  and  innumerable  grasses  and  flowering  plants. 

The  only  human  occupants  were  a  few  tribes  of  Senecca  Indians,  whose  wigwams, 
hatchets,  bows,  warwhoop  and  stealthy  tread  added  but  little,  if  aught,  to 
the  Deauty  or  civilization  of  the  scene. 

The  paleface  was  an  occasional  intruder  in  these  lonesome  wilds.  Some¬ 
times  he  would  enter  in  pursuit  of  game.  Sometimes  he  would  cross  by  the  only 

road,  a  lonesome  winding  trail,  blazed  through  and  through  leading  to  the 

white  settlements  at  Knightstown  and  Andersontown.  Necessity,  more  often  than 
pleasure,  led  to  these  excursions,  which,  with  studied,  anxious  care,  were 

ended  if  possible  before  nightfall.  The  trail,  at  first  was  a  mere  foot  path, 

unfrequented  and  obscure,  but  a  few  years  later  widened  and  made  passable  to 

wagons,  by  flooringthe  low  swampy  places  with  poles  and  logs  weighted  down 

with  clay,  wound  from  the  southeast  past  Deer  licks  and  through  the  site  of 
the  present  village  of  Ovid. 

In  1823  Abraham  Adams,  the  first  pioneer  to  settle  in  the  region,  erected 

a  small  log  caoin,  his  mansion,  along  the  trail  just  south  of  and  overlooking 
Ovid.  He  was  very  soon  joined  by  Ilanly. 

- 

The  processes  of  settling  was  slow,  only  a  few  families  coming  each  year, 
so  that  oy  1835  there  were  but  thirty  one-families  within  the  domain,  and  the 
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settlements  were  distributed  over  a  radius  of  six  miles  to  south  and  east. 

A  wonder  it  is  that  the  settlers  should  have  time  or  energy  left  for  aught 
ilse,  after  performing  their  arduous  tasks,  yet  it  is  interesting  and  grati¬ 
fying  to  know  that  they  neither  lost  sight  of  or  neglected  educational  affairs 
In  the  autumn  of  1824  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Manly,  the  only  settlers,  erected  on 

a  sheltered  knoll,  a  furlong  northeast  of  the  former's  door,  a  little  school 

house.  Its  low,  strong  walls  of  round  logs  and  clay,  were  as  attractive  with¬ 
out  as  within.  On  wooden  hinges  hung  a  slab  door  which  creaked  at  every  swing: 

under  foot  was  a  puncheon  floor,  while  overhead  the  clapboard  roof  served  as 
roof  and  ceiling  both.  Oiled  paper  stretched  over  openings  in  two  opposite 

walls,  the  only  windows,  let  in  yellow  light.  An  ample  fireplace,  occupying 

the  greater  part  of  one  end  of  the  room,  furnished  warmth  for  the  school  and 

^  frequently ,  too  employment  for  the  larger  boyx,  who  soon  learned  its  great 
;onsuming  capacity  for  wood.  Arranged  promiscuously  about  the  room  were  long, 

wooden  benches  adjusted  on  stout  wooden  posts  or  legs —  which  served  as 
both  seats  and  desks.  Back  of  a  wooden  block—  the  teacher *s  desk—  pinned 
to  the  wall,  was  a  long,  wide  board,  painted  black,  on  which  to  do  sums.  This 
board  was  a  luxury.  Puncheon  shelves  under  the  windows  supplied  the  writing 

desks.  Other  furniture  or  apparatus  there  was  none. 

During  the  first  two  winters  the  school  was  small,  but  in  1826  it  was 

largely  increased  by  three  other  families  joining  the  settlement.  Between  1827 

-1829  eight  more  families  arrived  and  settled  farther  east.  In  1828  they  erect¬ 
ed  a  log  school  house,  the  Sargent,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Arm  Markle. 

This  was  the  second  school  in  the  region,  and  the  essential  difference  between  : 
)  *  and  the  first  was,  the  logs  were  hewn,  and  the  door,  floor  and  ceiling 
were  made  of  boards  brought  from  the  mill,  located  at  Ovid  the  year  before. 

From  this  part  of  the  settlement  two  meandering  roads  were  blazed  through 
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the  forest.  One  southward  past  the  school  house  and  through  the  site  of  the 
present  village  of  Markleville  to  Sugar  creek,  where  it  intersected  the 
\  '•.rail.  The  other  northwest  to  the  mill. 

From  1829  to  1831  eight  more  families  arrived  and  settled  along  the 

trail.  In  1830  they  erected  the  third  school  house  in  the  township,  the 
Sullivan  Surben  two  mile3  south  of  the  mill  on  the  site  where  T/Tr.  Davis* 

house  now  stands.  Within  the  next  two  years  other  families  located  along 

the  trail,  and  in  1832  built  a  school  house  at  Markleville.  It  v/as  called 

the  Lick  school.  About  1834  another  school  was  erected  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  township,  where  half  a  dozen  families  had  recently  located.  These 

last  three  houses,  making  five  in  all,  were  practically  reproductions  of  the 

Sargent  house.  1400187 

As  the  settlement  grew  the  old  roads  were  better  and  new  ones  were  laid  ' 

>ut.  All  public  improvement  was  made  gratis,  thus  reflecting  the  exalted  and 

✓ 

unselfish  aim  of  the  noble  yeomenry  of  the  times. 

Schools  were  in  session  from  two  to  three  months  each  winter.  The  teach- 

-ers,  among  whom  were  Chamberlain  and  Jason  Hudson  and  James  Noland,  employed 
by  the  patrons,  at  about  forty  cents  a  day  and  "board  round,"  quite  frequently 
engaged  the  services  of  Mr.Hiskory  and  Ltiss  Beech,  who  lived  near,  to  assist 

in  directing  the  lower  grades. 

No  course  of  study  had  heen  prescribed,  but  the  teachers  were  expected 

to  give  instruction,  regularly,  in  reading,  writing,  spelling,  and  arithmetic 
rarely  in  geography,of  grammar,  and  never  in  history,  phsiology  or  any  of  the 

higher  branches.  Both  patrons  and  teachers  were  noble,  God  -loving  people,  but 

they  poorly  comprehend  the  true  purpose  or  aim  of  education  and  all  instruct- 

ion  in  those  days  was  primitive.  Reading  meant  a  little  more  than  standing 

in  a  row  along  the  wall  and  saying  the  words  of  the  text.  The  writing  class 


stood  at  the  3helf  and  copied,  with  quills  spelled  for  head  and  high  honors 
for  the  spelling  school.  The  work  in  arithmetic  consisted  chiefly  in  commit¬ 
ting  the  tables  and  rules  and  solving  problems  by  the  rule. 

In  1840  the  trail  was  converted  into  the  Anderson  and  Knightstown  stage 
coach  line.  After  that  the  population  increased  more  rapidly.  Forests  gave 
way  before  the  sturdy  strokes,  light  and  heat  looked  in  upon  the  waiting 
soil,  which  smiled  and  gave  forth,  rich  returns.  New  roads  were  laid  out,  the 

old  ones  out  of  which  stumps,  chuckholes  and  crooks  slowly  vanished,  were 
made  to  conform  more  nearly  to  section  line3.  Haunts  of  wild  beasts  and  sav- 
-age  men  were  rapidly  giving  way  to  civilization. 

In  1854  the  township,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 

of  1831  was  organized  into  ten  school-  districts,  a  board  of  trustees  com¬ 
posed  of  William  Sloan,  Jacob  Fesler  and  William  Gilmore  was  elected  and 
the  schools  were  made  a  part  of  the  public  or  free  school  system  of  the 
state. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  the  old  houses  were  now  torn  down  and 
new  frame  ones  were  elected  in  each  district.  These  houses,  all  built  by 
the  same  contractor,  at  an  average  cost  of  $300,  were  painted,  plastered, 
heated  by  stoves,  had  glass  windows  and  were  furnished  with  large  wall  maps 

and  clumsy  wooden  benches  and  desks. 

The  course  of  study  now  provided  for  instruction  in  reading,  writing, 
spelling,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  grammar. 

The  board  employed  at  public  expense,  the  teachers,  among  whom  some  of 
the  most  noted  were  William  Long,  Uriah  Bell,  John  Bell,  James  Williams,  John 
Williams  and  Lorenza  Regar. 

Under  the  management  of  this  and  succeeding  boards,  composed  of  the  most 
influential  and  progressive  men  of  the  times,  together  with  the  earnest  work 
of  those  aspiring  teachers,  the  schools  made  gradual,  but  permanent  advance¬ 


ment 
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It  was  about  this  time  that  Jonathan  Rogers,  a  Quaker  from  Pendleton 
settlement  made  frequent  visits  and  introduced  the  singing  method  of  teach- 
'ig  geography,  and  great  was  the  joy  and  learning  that  came  of  his  teaching. 

Subsequently  and  at  varying  intervals  those  from  houses  have  all  been 
removed,  four  by  fire,  the  others  on  account  of  their  dilapidated  condition, 

and  in  their  stead,  at  an  average  cost  of  31,000,  have  erected  splendid  brick 
structures,  each  its  own  beautiful  lawn,  beside  frequented,  excellent  public 
roads,  and  magnificient  farm  and  village  scenes  of  thrift  and  refinement, 
stands  as  a  triumphal  arch  to  the  people’s  educational  seal.  Each  furnished 
outside  with  gravel  walks  and  walls  of  pure  water,  while  within  were  oiled 
floors,  whitewashed  walls,  curtained  designs,  suggest  cleanliness,  ease, 
comfort  and  good  cheer,  there  are  maps,  charts,  globes,  books,  periodicals, 
all  of  which,  furnished  at  public  expense,  suggest  industry  and  the  nature 
of  the  work  pursued  by  each  of  the  five  hundred  pupils  who  are  in  daily 
Htendance  at  school,  where  instruction  was  given  in  each  of  the  eight  common 
jranches  and  some  higher  work,  during  the  seven  months  term  just  closed. 

At  Emporia  and  Markleville  the  school  houses  are  two  stories  and  have 
two  rooms  each.  The  neatest  appearing  snd  best  arranged  school  house  in  the 
town-ship  is  the  one  erected  at  Wildwood,  or  district  No.  5  in  1897. 

Until  1860  the  schools  were  managed  by  school  boards,  since  then  by  trus 

tees*  Among  those  who  have  served  in  that  capacity  are  Rand,  Biddle,  Uelse 
Pit chard,  Joseph  Wilkinson,  Dr.  Lundy  Pus sell,  Marian  Williams,  James  P. 

Moneyhun,  Adam  Forney,  and  Liscom  Titus,  each  leaving  his  impress  for  woe  or 
for  weal* 

Among  the  pioneers  not  already  mentioned,  who  exerted  a  beneficial  in¬ 


fluence  on  the  educational  affairs  of  the  township,  are  Stephen  Roland,  San- 
-uel  Gilmore,  Mr.  Me  Callister,  Thomas  Bell,  Samuel  Huston,  Reason  Sargent, 
John  Collier,  William  Judd,  Cornelius  Mauzy,  John  Blake,  John  Justice  and 
Mr.  Bray*  Perhaps  no  one  has  exerted  a  more  beneficial  influence  than  .Mr* 


Titus.  Being  ambitious  to 


serve  his  constituents  honestly. 


conscientiously 
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and  well,  he  began  by  righting  wrong  inflicted  in  an  evil  hour  practicing 
judicious  economy,  selecting  competent  teachers,  of  whom  he  exacted  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of  duty,  in  both  school  and  institute  work,  which  he  rev/ard- 
;d  with  fair  compensation  (the  average  daily  wages  being  about  S2.50;  ) - 

striving  to  awaken  in  both  patron  and  pupil  a  higher  and  more  enthusiastic 
educational  spirit,  lengthening  the  school  term,  and  adhering  to  the  course 
of  study  outlined  by  the  state.  The  results  of  which  are,  the  schools  are  all 


well  and  uniformly  graded,  a  number  of  pupils  graduate  each  year,  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  provide  for  higher  education  and  the  cheerful  response  of 
the  citizens  in  the  way  of  taxes  indicate  the  high  degree  of  educational  in¬ 
terest  now  existing  throughout  the  township. 

With  what  admiration  and  thankfulness  we  look  upon  the  accomplishments 
of  the  past,  and  with  what  high  hope  we  look  toward  the  future. 
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